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CHARTER. 



LAWS OF NEW YORK. 1865. 

CHAPTEB 694. 

M ACT TO INCORPORATE 

''THE Ul^IYEESITT OLUB;^ 

IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Passed April 28, 1865. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, do enact asfoUows: 

Section 1. Theodore Woolsey D wight, George 
T. Strong, John Taylor Johnston, Charles AstorBris- 
ted, Henry R. Whrthrop, Charles F. Chandler, Joseph 
H. Choate, Edmund Wetmore, Francis E. Kemochan, 
Eugene Schuyler, Edward Mitchell, Luther M. Jones 
and Russell Sturgis, jr., and such other persons as are 
now associated, or may hereafter be associated with 
them, are hereby constituted a body corporate by 
the name of " The University Club," to be located in 
the City of New York, for the purpose of the pro- 
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motion of Literature and Art, by establishing and 
maintaining a Library, Reading-room and Gallery 
of Art, and by such other means as shall be expedi- 
ent and proper for such purposes. 

Sec. 2. The said corporation shall have the power 
to make and adopt a constitution and by-laws, rules 
and regulations for the admission, suspension and 
expulsion of its members, and for their government, 
for the collection of fees and dues, for the election of 
its officers, and to define their duties, and for the safe 
keeping and protection of its property and funds, 
and from time to time to alter or repeal such consti- 
tution, by-laws, rules and regulations. The persons 
named in the first section of this act shall constitute 
the trustees and managers until others are elected in 
their places. 

Sec. 3. The said corporation may lease, purchase 
or take by deed, devise or bequest, any real or per- 
sonal estate, and hold or lease the same : provided 
that they shall not hold any real estate the value of 
which shall exceed the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

Sec. 4 The said corporation shall possess the gen- 
eral powers and be subject to the general restrictions 
and liabilities prescribed in the third title of the 
eighteenth chapter of the first part of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sec. 5. This act shall take eflfect immediately. 



CONSTITUTION 



OP THE 



UNIVERSITY CLUB, 



I. 

NAME. 

The name of this Association is " The Universitt 
Club/' The objects are the advancement of Litera- 
ature and Art, and the promotion of friendly and 
social intercourse between men of education and 
culture. 

II. 

OFFICERS. 

The Officers of the Club shall be a President, a 
Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, who, 
together with nine other members, shall constitute 
the Council and Trustees of the Club. 

III. 

PRESroENT. 

The President shall preside at the meetings of the 
Club; and, in his absence, the Vice-President shall 
preside. 
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The President shall be Chairman of the Council ; 
he shall, with the Secretary, sign all written contracts 
and obligations of the Club, and shall perform such 
other duties as the Council or the Club may assign 
him. 

IV. 

TBEASUBBB. 

The Treasurer shall collect all dues. He shall i)ay 
all bills, on the certificate of their correctness by any 
member of the House Committee. 

He shall report at every annual meeting, and 
oftener, if required, on the state of the funds, and his 
accounts shall be audited by the Auditing Committee 
once in three months. 

V. 

SBCBETARY. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep 
minutes of all meetings of the Club and of the 
Council ; to notify members of their election ; to is- 
sue notices for all meetings of the Club ; to conduct 
the correspondence, and to keep the records ; which 
minutes, correspondence, and records, shall be open 
to the inspection of members at all reasonable times. 

VI. 

COUNCIL. 

The Council shall have general charge of the 
affairs, funds, and property of the Club. They shall 
have full power, and it shall be their duty to carry 
out the objects and purposes of the Club, according 
to its Charter, Constitution, and By-Laws. They 
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shall submit a general report of the affairs of the 
Club at each annual meeting, and shall report at 
other times, if required. 

VII. 

MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS. 

There shall be an annual meetmg of the Club on 
the second Saturday in May, at which time the 
officers shall be elected by ballot 

They shall hold office until the next annual meet- 
ing, or until their successors are elected. 

If any vacancy shall occur in the Council, or if no 
election shall take place at the annual meeting, the 
offices may be filled by an election by ballot at any 
stated meeting of the Club ; provided, that at least 
ten days' notice of such election shall have been 
posted. 

There shall be stated meetings of the Club, for the 
transaction of business on the third Saturday of 
January, and on the second Saturday of other 
months, at 8 o'clock P.M., except the months of 
July, August and September. There shall be social 
meetings of the Club on Saturday evening of every 
week. Other meetings may be called by the Council, 
on the request of any three members of the Club, by 
posting a notice of the same in the rooms of the Club 
for one week. 

vm. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS. 

Any person shall be eligible as a member of this 
Club, who has graduated, or resided at least three 
years at some College, University, or School of Medi- 
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cine, Law, Science or Theology; or who has received 
the honorary degree of A.M., LL.D. ; or who has 
graduated at the U. S. Military Academy at West 
Point, or the U. S. Naval Academy. 

IX. 

COMMITTEE ON ADMISSIONS — ^ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 

There shall be a Committee on Admissions, to con- 
sist of ten members, to be chosen by ballot at the 
annual meetings, and to hold office until their succes- 
sors shall be elected. Vacancies, by death or other- 
wise, may be filled by the committee for the remain- 
der of the term. 

No member of the Council shall be a member of 
this committee. 

The names of the committee shall be kept posted 
in a conspicuous place in the Club Rooms. 

The name, resideuce, and college, or place of in- 
struction, of every person proposed for admission, 
with the names of the members proposing and 
seconding, shall be posted in a conspicuous place in 
the rooms tor at least two weeks. The matter shall 
be then referred to the Committee on Admissions, 
the proceedings of which committee shall be secret 
and confidential. It shall be the duty of the com- 
mittee, after careful consideration and examination, 
to vote upon each name separately and by ballot. 
No ballot shall be valid unless six members of the 
committee are present, and one negative shall be a 
rejection of the candidate. 

On the election of each new member, the com- 
mittee shall forthwith notify the same to the Secre- 
tary of the Club. 
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X. 

BBSIGNATIONB. 

Resignations of membership shall be made to the 
Secretary in writing. 

XI. 

DUBS. 

The annual dues of members shall be fifty dollars, 
payable semi-annually, in adyance, on the first days 
of May and November. 

Members are to pay the dues for the current half- 
year when admitted. A failure to pay the same 
within one month after election and notice, forfeits 
membership. 

Members intending to be absent from the city for 
twelve months or more, or residing at a distance of 
twenty miles from New York, and not doing business 
there, on giving notice thereof to the Treasurer, may be 
non-resident members, and shall be liable for only ten 
dollars yearly dues. Non-resident members, elected 
as such, shall pay an initiation fee of ten doHars. 

Graduates of the Military and Naval Academies, 
if elected while on duty in the service of the United 
States, shall pay fifty dollars in lieu of all fees and 
dues thereafter. In case of resignation from service, 
they shall be placed on the list of regular members. 

When the dues of any member shall remain unpaid 
for the space of three months, the Treasurer ^all 
cause him to be notified that, unless the same are 
paid within one month thereafter, his membership 
shall cease ; and in case such dues be not paid pur- 
suant to such notice, or such default be not accounted 
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for to the satis&ction of the Comicil, he shall there- 
upon cease to be a member. 

5 

xn. 

^ONORABY MEMBEBS.; 

The President of each College or Universily, of 
which any member of the Club is a graduate, shall 
be an honorary member, and shall be entitled to the 
privileges of the Club. 

Any persons distinguished for literaiy culture may 
by a unanimous vote of the members present at any 
meeting of the Council, be elected honorary members. 

xm. 

GUBSTS. 

Strangers temporarily visiting New York, not ex- 
ceeding fifty at any one time, may become guests of 
the Club for terms of four weeks each. 

Any member may apply in writing to the Secretary 
for such guest's ticket, which shall thereupon be 
issued for the ensuing four weeks, subject to approval 
or withdrawal by the Council at their next meeting, 
Such guests shall have all the privileges of the Club, 
except that of inviting visitors. But no person may 
be a guest who is not eligible as a member. 

XIV. 

VISITORS. 

Any member may invite gentlemen to the Club 
Booms as visitors for a single day, on registering his 
own name with that of the visitor in a book kept for 
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the purpose. This privilege may be suspended in 
regard to any individual member or visitor, at the 
discretion of the Council. 

XV. 

EXPULSION. 

Any member may be suspended or expelled for 
cause, by a vote of three-fourths of the members 
present at any meeting of the Club ; one month's pre- 
vious notice in writing having been given to the 
member, with a copy of the charge preferred against 
him. And any officer may be removed for cause at 
any meeting of the Association, by a like vote, and 
upon a like notice. 

XVI. 

NO GAMBLINO. 

No betting or card playing for stakes shall be 
allowed in the Club Booms. 

xvn. 

RULES. 

The Council shall prepare Rules regulating the use 
of the Club Booms by the members, which Rules 
shall be observed by all the members of the Club, 
but may be changed or amended by the Council at 
anytime. 

xvm. 

AFPOINTlfENT OF HOUSE AND AUDITINa COMMITTBB. 

The Council shall appoint, from its own members, 
a House Committee and an Auditing Committee, 
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each to consist of three members, and to be a stand- 
ing committee for the current official year. 

XIX 

HOUSE GOBfMITTBB. 

The House Committee shall have charge of the 
Club Rooms; they shall appoint and remove em- 
ployees, receive the complaints of the members, and 
report upon them to the Council, and, from time to 
time, procure those articles which may be necessaiy 
for the use or convenience of members. 

XX. 

AUDITING GOMMITTBB. 

The Auditing Committee shall audit the accounts 
of the Treasurer quarterly, and report to the Coun- 
cil the accounts audited and allowed since their pre- 
vious report. 

XXL 

MBBTINGS OF COUNCIL. 

There shall be stated meetings of the Council once 
in two weeks from October 1st, to May 1st, and once 
in each month from May 1st to October 1st. Five 
members present shall constitute a quorum tbr the 
transaction of business. 

xxn. 

COMMITTBB ON LITBRATURB AND ABT. 

The Council shall appoint from its own members 
a Committee on Literature and Art 



This Committee, mider the direction of the Coun- 
cil, shall have charge of the Beading Boom and of 
all books, papers and works of Art belonging to the 
Club, and shall have power to solicit and receive 
donations, and select and purchase all books, period- 
icals and works of Art for the Club. 



xxm. 

AMBl<n>MllNTS. 

This Constitution may be amended at any annual 
or monthly meeting of the Club by a vote of two- 
thirds of the members present, after a notice thereof 
given at a previous annual or monthly meeting, and 
posted in the Booms of the Club, at least twenty days 
before the vote is taken. 
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